the proof. There were also arguments about the completeness of Perelman's proof of the Poincaré conjecture, the first of the Millennium problems to be solved. How many mathematicians have checked both Wiles' and Perelman's proofs?
I certainly don't claim that there are gaps in Wiles' or Perelman's work. I don't know. We (the mathematical community) believe that the proofs are correct because a political consensus has developed in support of their correctness.
The classification of the finite simple groups provides another example. There is still uncertainty about whether there is a complete proof of the classification, and, if there is a proof, exactly when the theorem was proved. After the classification was supposedly finished, Danny Gorenstein wanted to write an exposition of the proof. He would reread the papers and find mistakes. He could always patch things up, but until he did, the theorems in the original papers were, according to the rules of our profession, not theorems but unproven assertions. We mathematicians like to talk about the "reliability" of our literature, but it is, in fact, unreliable.
Part of the problem is refereeing. Many (I think most) papers in most refereed journals are not refereed. There is a presumptive referee who looks at the paper, reads the introduction and the statements of the results, glances at the proofs, and, if everything seems OK, recommends publication. Some referees do check proofs line-by-line, but many do not. When I read a journal article, I often find mistakes. Whether I can fix them is irrelevant. The literature is unreliable.
How do we recognize mathematical truth? If a theorem has a short complete proof, we can check it. But if the proof is deep, difficult, and already fills100 journal pages, if no one has the time and energy to fill in the details, if a "complete" proof would be 100,000 pages long, then we rely on the judgments of the bosses in the field. In mathematics, a theorem is true, or it's not a theorem. But even in mathematics, truth can be political.
